[10-22 years follow-up after truncal vagotomy and drainage of chronic duodenal ulcer].
Long-term observation with a minimum 10 years on patients treated for duodenal ulcer is rare. This paper presents the long-term results of truncal vagotomy and drainage with a observation time of 16.8 years (range 10.1-22.4). A total of 146 patients were investigated. The side effects of the operation were moderate and only four per cent had unsatisfactory results at observation time. The recurrence rate was 25.5 per cent. Only 50 per cent of the recurrences were seen after the first eight years. A long follow-up time is therefore recommended in follow-up study of treatment of duodenal ulcer.